
It was with a certain amount of dismay that Jeremy Salvesen and Victoria Sanders-Perrin heard the news that Chay’s Blyth’s trailblazing around-the-world race, the Global Challenge, was headed for liquidation. Salvesen and Sanders-Perrin, both UK based sailors, had staked their dreams of a circumnavigation on the event and suddenly the rug was pulled from under them. New to sailing, in fact both only started sailing in August 2005 when they first signed up to do the Global Challenge, the duo were rudderless, so to speak. The sailing bug had bitten and bitten hard and the prospect of returning to a ‘real’ job was a hard pill top swallow. As luck would have it the idea of a new around-the-world race, one for both aspiring amateurs and professional sailors was taking root. The blueprint for the Portimão Global Ocean Race had just been announced and two were intrigued; was it remotely possible that two people, amateur sailors, from different backgrounds, having only recently met, could race around the world together? They were about to find and an exploratory email was sent to Race Director Josh Hall.

“I got an email from Jeremy,” explained Hall. “In it he outlined his plans for a Class 40 entry in our new race. I was keen to meet them and we agreed to meet in Cowes during Cowes Week. Clearly I was concerned about their lack of offshore experience, but equally, our event had been created for just such a team. We talked for a bit and by the end of the meeting I knew that we not only had another entry in the race, but a very interesting one at that.”

Salvesen and Sanders-Perrin may be new to sailing but they are not without qualifications. They had already undergone Blyth’s rigourous training for the Global Challenge and taken the Coastal Skipper and Yachtmaster theory and practical exams, as well as competing in several inshore and offshore races. Furthermore that had that one key ingredient needed for a tough race around the world; grit and ambition and so Ambition Racing it became, the foundation for their entry in the Portimão Global Ocean Race.

“We were both inspired by each others dreams,” Salvesen said of his partnership with Victoria. “She has the drive to make this a competitive entry and I feel the same so naturally we joined forces and now it’s a case of be careful what you wish for...”  The team have their eyes set on a number of used, shall we say tested, Class 40’s and could well close a deal on a Marc Lombard designed Akilaria 40 within a month. “We know that we need time in the boat,” Victoria said. “We had originally planned on buying a new Express 40, but for us as relative amateurs, especially to short-handed sailing, we thought it best to get a boat soon and get out training.”

So if you are in the Solent this spring, or perhaps in the waters off Portugal and see a boat flying by with two people on board with grins as wide as saucers, say hello and wish them well, they have a big task ahead of them but one they are looking forward to and one that will forever change their lives.
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